Cutaneous lesions in patients with visceral leishmaniasis and HIV infection.
Cutaneous lesions attributed to Leishmania are very seldom observed in classic Kala-Azar, but recently some reports have mentioned them in patients with HIV infection. We found cutaneous lesions whose biopsy disclosed the presence of Leishmania organisms in six patients of a group of 32 HIV patients with visceral Leishmaniasis. These lesions did not present a uniform or specific appearance, even though they tended to localize symmetrically on acral zones. They consisted of erythematous papules and hypopigmented macules on the dorsa of the hands, feet, and elbows; small subcutaneous nodules on the thighs; and erythematoviolaceous, scaly plaques on the face. These lesions accompanied in every case the other symptoms and/or signs of visceral leishmaniasis, responded to anti-leishmanial treatment, and were sometimes the first indicator of recurrence. The histopathological study was non-specific, but showed in every case the presence of abundant amastigotes within the dermal histiocytes and free in the dermis or subcutaneous tissue. Data from literature review are similar to ours.